
AMS SHORT COURSE: 
USING JPSS DATA PRODUCTS TO OBSERVE AND FORECAST MAJOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
7–11 January 2018                                austin Convention Center                                        austin, tX  

 
organizers

Gary McWilliaMs and Bill sjoBerG

instruCtors

Mitch Goldberg (NOAA/NESDIS), Jorel Torres (CIRA), Eric Stevens (GINA), Dan Nietfeld (NOAA/NWS), Kathleen 
Strabala (CIMSS), Lihang Zhou (NOAA/NESDIS), Michael Bowlan (NWS/SPC), Michael Folmer (NWS/

OPC), Michael Pavolonis (NESDIS/STAR) and Nadia Smith (Science and Technology Corporation)

sat 6 January

8:30 a.m. WelCome, safety and logistiCs, and 
introduCtion of speakers; Christie 
Best, noBlis/nJo, lanham, md

8:40 a.m. overvieW of Jpss program; mitCh 
goldBerg, nesdis/nJo, lanham, 
md 

9:15 a.m. use of Jpss to support noaa 
operational missions; dan nietfeld, 
noaa/oar, Boulder, Co

9:30 a.m. introduCtion to Jpss data and 
produCts and their sCientifiC 
maturity (suomi-npp and Jpss-
1); lihang zhou, nesdis/star, 
College park, md

10:00 a.m. refreshment Break

10:30 a.m. hands-on aCtivity: hoW to 
aCCess Jpss data and produCts 
(Class, direCt BroadCast, and 
geonetCast); Jorel torres, 
Cira, Colorado state university, 
fort Collins, Co, and kathleen 
straBala, Cimss, university of 
WisConsin, madison, Wi

11:00 a.m. hands-on  aCtivity:  using Jpss 
produCts to assess snoW and iCe 
Conditions for the iditarod sled 
dog raCe; aaron letterly, Cimss, 
university of WisConsin, madison, 
Wi

12:00 p.m. lunCh (to Be provided): talks on 
Jpss produCt evaluations

12:15 p.m. evaluations ConduCted at noaa 
hWt; miChael BoWlan, nWs/spC, 
norman, ok

12:35 p.m. evaluations ConduCted at gina; 
eriC stevens, gina, fairBanks, ak

12:55 p.m. evaluations ConduCted at nhC; 
miChael folmer, nWs/opC, 
College park, md

1:15 p.m. Break

1:30 p.m. hands-on aCtivity:  Case study 
assessing severe Weather With 
nuCaps sounding produCts; nadia 
smith, stC, ColumBia, md

2:30 p.m. hands-on aCtivity: identifying 
hazardous airspaCe in the Wake 
of volCaniC eruptions; miChael 
pavolonis, nesdis/star, 
university of WisConsin, madison, 
Wi 

3:30 p.m. refreshment Break

4:00 p.m. training resourCes availaBle for 
Jpss data produCts; Jorel torres, 
Cira, Colorado state university, 
fort Collins, Co

4:20 p.m. Jpss-sparks training program: 
2018 plans and student intern 
opportunities; murty divakarla, 
i.m. systems group, inC., roCkville, 
md

4:30 p.m. Course summary, Q&a session, 
post-Course assessment and 
announCements; Christie Best, 
noBlis/nJo, lanham, md and mitCh 
goldBerg, nesdis/nJo, lanham, 
md

PROGRAM (ROOM 17A)


