
AMS SHORT COURSE: 
USING JPSS DATA PRODUCTS TO OBSERVE AND FORECAST MAJOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
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Organizers

Gary McWilliams and Bill Sjoberg

Instructors

Mitch Goldberg (NOAA/NESDIS), Jorel Torres (CIRA), Eric Stevens (GINA), Dan Nietfeld (NOAA/NWS), Kathleen 
Strabala (CIMSS), Lihang Zhou (NOAA/NESDIS), Michael Bowlan (NWS/SPC), Michael Folmer (NWS/

OPC), Michael Pavolonis (NESDIS/STAR) and Nadia Smith (Science and Technology Corporation)

SAT 6 JANUARY

8:30 a.m.	 Welcome, Safety and Logistics, and 
introduction of speakers; Christie 
Best, Noblis/NJO, Lanham, MD

8:40 a.m.	O verview of JPSS program; Mitch 
Goldberg, NESDIS/NJO, Lanham, 
MD 

9:15 a.m.	U se of JPSS to support NOAA 
operational missions; Dan Nietfeld, 
NOAA/OAR, Boulder, CO

9:30 a.m.	I ntroduction to JPSS data and 
products and their scientific 
maturity (Suomi-NPP and JPSS-
1); Lihang Zhou, NESDIS/STAR, 
College Park, MD

10:00 a.m.	R efreshment break

10:30 a.m.	H ands-On Activity: How to 
access JPSS data and products 
(CLASS, Direct Broadcast, and 
GEONETCast); Jorel Torres, 
CIRA, Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, CO, and Kathleen 
Strabala, CIMSS, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, WI

11:00 a.m.	H ands-On  Activity:  Using JPSS 
Products to Assess Snow and Ice 
Conditions for the Iditarod Sled 
Dog Race; Aaron Letterly, CIMSS, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
WI

12:00 p.m.	L unch (to be provided): Talks on 
JPSS product evaluations

12:15 p.m.	E valuations conducted at NOAA 
HWT; Michael Bowlan, NWS/SPC, 
Norman, OK

12:35 p.m.	E valuations conducted at GINA; 
Eric Stevens, GINA, Fairbanks, AK

12:55 p.m.	E valuations conducted at NHC; 
Michael Folmer, NWS/OPC, 
College Park, MD

1:15 p.m.	 Break

1:30 p.m.	H ands-On Activity:  Case study 
assessing severe weather with 
NUCAPS sounding products; Nadia 
Smith, STC, Columbia, MD

2:30 p.m.	H ands-On Activity: Identifying 
Hazardous Airspace in the Wake 
of Volcanic Eruptions; Michael 
Pavolonis, NESDIS/STAR, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
WI 

3:30 p.m.	R efreshment break

4:00 p.m.	T raining resources available for 
JPSS data products; Jorel Torres, 
CIRA, Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, CO

4:20 p.m.	 JPSS-SPARKS Training Program: 
2018 Plans and Student Intern 
Opportunities; Murty Divakarla, 
I.M. Systems Group, Inc., Rockville, 
MD

4:30 p.m.	 Course summary, Q&A session, 
post-course assessment and 
announcements; Christie Best, 
Noblis/NJO, Lanham, MD and Mitch 
Goldberg, NESDIS/NJO, Lanham, 
MD

PROGRAM (ROOM 17A)


